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Introduction

"Mapping of Migration" unveils the extraordinary visual narrative created by Chinese artist Guan Yu
who embarked on a transformative journey through his personal experiences as atemporary migrant.
Thisimmersive experience offers animpressive reflection on the artist's personal odyssey, serving as
aprofound exploration of the human condition.

“Mapping of Migration” traces Yu’s extraordinary migration journey, beginning with his studies in
Russia. In the year 2022, in the wake of the tragic Russia-Ukraine war, Yu became an alien and started
the next big wave of his personal migration. Yu moved to Georgia before daring to cross the Mexican
border into the United States. Through documentation and artistic expression, Yu captured the
innumerable emotions and experiences of his transitory existence, inviting viewers to witness the joy
andtribulations of his path.

At the heart of “Mapping of Migration” lies a diversity of emotions, identity, and memory. Yu's
drawings encapsulate the precise amount of his everyday life as a migrant, fixing hundreds of places,
faces, families,and emotions onto the walls of the exhibition space. Each stroke of his pen servesas a
tribute to the resilience of the human spirit, weaving together threads of hope, despair, and longing
into a cohesive narrative that resonates with audiences worldwide.

More than a mere recounting of personal trials, “Mapping of Migration” portrays geographical
boundaries to become a universal narrative of human migration. As the global conversation
surrounding migration continues to evolve, Yu's artwork serves as a mirror, reflecting the shared
humanity that unites us all. Through his chosen medium of drawings, Yu invites viewers to
contemplate the interconnectedness of our collective experience, fostering empathy and
understandingin adivided world
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Preparationto movein USA

In Turkey | met a middle-aged Chinese man and through conversation, | learned that he did not come
to Turkey for a tourist trip, but because of the quarantine due to the novel coronavirus, economic
downturn, leading to his unemployment. To support his family, he decided to smuggle himself to the
USA for work. Because China had not yet opened its borders, he came to Istanbul through very
circuitous means and routes. And from there bought a flight to Ecuador, because with a Chinese
passport, this is the only country in the Americas you can enter without a visa. Then he traveled north
allthe waytothe USA.Ithoughtatthe time thatthiswasreallyaboldidea.
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Autumnin Georgia:

| arrived in Thilisi on September 1st, my friends live in a three-story building in the old town, with a
small but very atmospheric courtyard. | remember there were sixrooms, housing about 9 people, they
also moved here to live after the war started, | stayed in a room on the first floor, they waived my rent.
The early autumn week was very hot , and then it officially entered autumn. Autumn always comes
with a melancholic air, and at the same time, | was also worried about my livelihood. To help me, my
friend bought a few of my oil paintings, which gave me some living expenses.

For the first half of the month, | often stayed alone in my room, feeling depressed and lost. My friends
living upstairs would knock on my door, inviting me upstairs to watch a movie or have a drink together,
and take me forwalks. They also gradually introduced me to this city and its cuisine.

My visa in Georgia was about to expire, and a local friend took me to the immigration department to
try to extend it. But it was unsuccessful. Identity, livelihood, language, considering these issues, |
realized that my life here was coming to an end. | sold all the paintings | had made during this time. My
feelings were very complex.lam very grateful forthe friends I methere.

InNovember, | returned to Turkey, preparing for my trip to Ecuador.
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While crossingthe border

Thisisthe mostterrible momentof mylife...atthe US border. They locked more than 80 peopleina 30
square meter room. Only half sleeves are allowed. Then they were given a foil blanket and we took
turns sleeping on the cement floor because there wasn't enough space. The room has a toilet, air
conditioning (18 degrees) and a bucket for water. couldn't understand time. stood in line and only left
the room when he ate and returned to the room immediately after receiving the sandwich. I spent five
days here,some ten. There are five such rooms: one forwomen and one for children, only in these two
rooms there are mattresses on the floor. at this moment | feel worse than animals..it's really a
nightmare
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There is the square Tapachula. There are a lot of migrants in the square, they sleep and rush to the
square. Each day holds 300 people. they go further. and | will not be able to go further. because of the
immigration. They don't give humanitarian visas (they don't give to Asians), so | need to find another
road.gofrom here.walk and ask all day. Cooked tacos againinthe evening.
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Today is the Chinese New Year. | will sit on the wall this evening. Sent the passport to DHL in the
morning. And bought myself warm clothes. Then | will be in prison. | will write here when they release
me.Now the story isalmostending. And wish me luckin prison.
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